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Spending a week at this 
conference with a wide 
variety of spiritually 

minded brothers and sisters 
from all over the planet, was 
incredible.  I was:

Overjoyed éat being in 
the company of thou-
sands of religionists with 
an expressed mantra of 
ñUNITY.ò

Overwhelmed éby the per-
sonal stories and struggles 
of believers, longing for 
freedom from persecution; 
seeking solutions; dream-
ing of a future where the 

      

best of our neighborôs 
religion is celebrated and 
the worst discarded.

Impassioned éover the 
opportunities before us, for 
service to our world.

To give you a greater under-
standing of the purpose, 
background, and experience 
of the Parliament, I have 
included quotes from the 
materials of those orchestrat-
ing this amazing event:

ñDuring the last 50 years 
the idea that religions 
should be in dialogue has 
come of age.  The signiý-
cance of this truly evolution-
ary transition may yet have 
to unfold more fully before 
us.  It feels as though we 
are living through a period 
of momentous transition. 
We are neighbors now to 
one another as never before 
and neighbors have to ýnd 
ways of living together in 
harmony.ò
Alan Race, Interreligious 
Insight

ñAcknowledging that no 
path, even oneôs own, is the 
only true way, for at the core 
of them all are deep and 
similar experiences of the 
sacred.ò
The Forge Guild

ñThat people from differ-
ent religious backgrounds 
live together in a way that 
afýrms one anotherôs 
religious identities, builds 
understanding between dif-
ferent religious communities 
and encourages cooperation 
towards the common good.ò
Marcel Proust

Pathways to Peace
Barcelona, Spain
July 7-13, 2004
 -The Wisdom of Listening
 -The Power of Commitment

Mission

The mission of  the Council for a Parliament of  
the Worldõs Religions is to cultivate harmony 
among the worldõs religious and spiritual commu-
nities and foster their engagement with the world 
and its other guiding institutions in order to 
achieve a peaceful, just, and sustainable world. 

Steve Rohrbach, Photographer



Parliament Historyé

The Council for a Parliament 
of the Worldôs Religions 
works to cultivate harmony 
among religious and spiritual 
communities and to foster 
their engagement with the 
world and its other guid-
ing institutions in order to 
achieve a more peaceful, just 
and sustainable world.

1893 Chicago
The Parliament éheld its 
inaugural event as part of the 
Colombian Exposition.  This 
historic gathering is widely 
regarded as the beginning of 
the interreligious movement 
worldwide.

1993 Chicago
Eight thousand people from 
around the world came 
together for a centennial 
Parliament celebration to 
foster harmony among 
religious and spiritual com-
munities and to explore 
their responses to the critical 
issues facing the global com-
munity.

1999 Cape Town
The Parliament convened 
in South Africa to promote 
interreligious dialogue and 
cooperation and call the 
worldôs attention to the 
powerful role religious 
and spiritual communities 
played in the struggle against 
apartheid.

The aim of the Parliament 
program:
Ʒ Seek peace, justice 

and sustainability, and 
commit to work for a 
better world.

Ʒ Acknowledge the 
humanity of the other, 
and broaden the sense of 
community.

Ʒ Foster mutual under-
standing and respect, and 

learn to live in harmony 
in the midst of diversity; 
and, 

Ʒ Deepen spirituality and 
experience personal 
transformation.

Ʒ Intrareligious élearn 
about the teachings, prac-
tices, and dynamics of a 
wide variety of religious 
and spiritual communi-
ties.

Ʒ Interreligious éstruc-
tured opportunities for 
dialogue and discussion 
from many religious and 
spiritual perspectives.

Ʒ Engagement ébuild 
capacity for effective dia-
logue and collaboration.

ñDialogue takes place in the 
space between the assump-
tion that óweôre all the sameô 
and the insistence that 
óweôre all different.ô  Believ-
ers from whatever tradition 
participate in the search 
for transcendent vision 
and accompanying human 
transformation.ò
Alan Race, Interreligious 
Insight

ñNever before is it so 
obvious that there is a 
great need for harmony 
and friendly co-existence 
between spiritual tradi-
tion and religions, because 
they offer compassion and 
wisdom to a world in physi-
cal and spiritual need.ò

ñDialogue is so important 
and interreligious faith is 
powerful in creating peace. 
We need to re-deýne the 
meaning of sacred and 
understand the ancient links 
between ñwholenessò and 
ñholiness,ò humanness and 
divinity.ò

ñYou think that you cannot 
make a difference in helping 
heal our globe, but by taking 
baby steps in your dialogue 
with family and friends is 
a magniýcent beginning, 
And this dialogue creates a 
mind-changing 
difference.ò

Jane Goodall

ñThe real voyage of discov-
ery consists not in seeing 
new landscapes but in 
having new eyes.ò
Marcel Proust

ñIf you donôt change 
yourself, it is not possible to 
change the world.ò

ñBy doing good things you 
are helping to unfold your 
own divinity.ò

Dr. Sudarshan

The Parliament is an ongo-
ing process of dialogue and 
engagement. The Urantia 
Bookôs place in these efforts 
is notable and will continue 
to bear fruit.  I am so thank-
ful to the Fellowship, Foun-
dation and individual readers 
for making it possible to 
share the book on such an 
international platform.  Ç

Urantia Book Booth 

Parliament - continued



The experience of a 
Parliament of the 
Worldôs Religions is 

like no other.  It is a taste 
of ñlight and life.ò  It is 
an experience of what the 
Urantia Book calls ñunfailing 
forgiveness, matchless good-
will and abounding loveò 
(pg. 2064).  These three 
qualities of character are my 
Pole Star.

I would like to suggest that 
the Presence of the Mother 
Spirit was very strong at this 
Parliament.  From Karen 
Armstrong who spoke to 
solutions on the problem 
of fundamentalism and 
violence, to Diana Eck who 
spoke on the pluralistic spiri-
tual traditions on our planet, 
to the loving hands of a com-
munity of Sikh women who 
fed us, to an interfaith group 
of women from the Holy 
Land who spoke about hopes 
for peace, to Jane Goodall 
who gave out her chimp cry 
on behalf of the non-human 
populations who dwell on 
sacred earth, to Dadi Janki of 
the Brahma Kumaris who is 
a vision of Godôs uncon-
ditional love, to Joanne 
Shenandoah who sang 
Native American inspira-
tion, to Sister Amma who 
gave out hugs of uncondi-
tional love all night long 
to people longing for a 
touch of the divine.  The 
Mother Spirit was present 
and very alive!

That very same Mother 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit, is 

moving with power amongst 
us.  We are blessed to be 
living in a generation where 
Her Spirit is increasingly 
welcomed and allowed to 
heal and transform.  I invite 
you to go to CPWR.ORG 
website to follow the adven-
ture in pictures from the 
opening to the close.  

One of my many bless-
ings there was to connect 
with Leonardo and Agar da 
Jandra, who joined Paula 
Thompson and me in giving 
a presentation.  Leonardoôs 
journey is an amazing tale 
of courage, ýnding himself 
locked into the Marxist ide-
ology as a young intellectual 
in Mexico, moving himself 
and his wife to the jungles to 
live with indigenous peoples, 
then discovering the revela-
tory beauty within the pages 
of the Urantia Book, to now 
being called to do something 
with this new inspiration.  It 
is my prayer that the entire 
Urantia community will 
embrace and be embraced by 
the loving spirit of Mexico at 
a joint 2008 conference.

A Parliament of World 
Religions is a sign of hope in 
a world torn apart by anger, 
greed and fear.  I invite you 
to join the mini-Parliament 
of Urantia Book readers from 
around the world at the next 
gathering.  Be a part of the 
advance team for promot-
ing Light and Life on planet 
earth! Ç

A Reflection On The Parliament
By: Gard Jameson

Gard Jameson

Leonardo da Jandra
Won National Prize in Literature

(continued - page 7)



Retreat Schedules:

The Retreat Network Invites You To Their Annual Retreat

DATE:  April 1-3, 2005

PLACE: La Casa Maria Retreat Center, Santa Barbara, California (www.lacasademaria.org)

COST:  $250 (includes 2 nights lodging, 6 meals and retreat program and materials) 
Partial scholarships are available.  A deposit of $100 is due by March 10, 2005.  Please send
partial payment to Retreat Network at: P.O. Box 744, Corvallis, OR  97330.
We will explore the theme, ñThe Life To Which We Have Been Called.ò 

We will have readings from the Urantia Book, centering prayer, music, quiet
reþection time, and end with group worship.

For more information please contact Dolores Nice at: dlnice@worldnet.att.net
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Golden Gate Circle
Presents their Spring Retreat

ñFaith, A Living Attributeò
March 18-20, 2005

At the home of Claudia Ayers & Lee Smith

Soquel, California

Contact Dolores Nice for further information

 dlnice@worldnet.att.net 

Worship is my bread.
Service is my water.

Today my soul bathes in the eternal spring,
Saying, ñO Lord, O God, O Joy, O Lord, O God, O Joy!ò

Nickla Heudier, Texas

We are requesting donations to help those  
individuals with limited means to be able 
to attend the Retreat Networkôs upcoming 

retreat which is to be held in Santa Barbara, California 
in April 2005.

Your contribution to this scholarship fund can be mailed 
to the following address:

The Retreat Network
Scholarship Campaign
P.O. Box 744
Corvallis, OR  97339

Thank you!   

Scholarship Fund










